
Roman Numerals

L.I. To read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that over time, the numeral system 
changed to include the concept of 0 and place value (Y4)

Context 
It’s useful to talk to your child about the history of Roman numerals so that they 
realise the various counting systems in the ancient world before the creation of 
Roman numbers and our own numerical system. For example, you could talk to 
them about the Etruscans, who lived in central Italy before the Romans and had their 
own numeral system with different symbols. 

Give the children some context on how Roman numbers were widely used 
throughout the Roman Empire in everyday life and, following the fall of the Roman 
Empire, how they were used throughout Europe up until the 1600’s. Ask them to 

Learning the basics 
It’s really important for children to learn what Roman Numerals look like, how they 
combine together to make different numbers and how to read/convert them.  

Understanding what Roman numerals represent can feel like deciphering a code. 
It can be challenging but can also present some really fun options for learning. To 
get started, show children ‘the basics’. While Year 4 are only required to learn 
1-100, there’s no reason why you can’t also introduce 500 = D and 1000 = M and 
share with them all 7 symbols. 



When a symbol appears after a larger symbol, it is added (eg: VI = V + I = 5 + 1 
= 6), and when a symbol appears before a larger symbol it is subtracted (eg: IX 
= X – I = 10 – 1 = 9). You can make up a rhyme or saying that can help with the 
learning: 

When “left” is small and “right” is bigger,  
Subtract the “left” from “right-hand” figure. 

Arguably, the first 12 Roman numerals are the most important to focus on as 
these are the numerals need for telling the time. Children should then also 
become aware that they shouldn’t use the same symbol more than three times in 
a row (e.g. 4 is written as IV not IIII).

Helpful Hints

Looking for Roman numerals in the environment 
Encourage your child to look for examples of Roman numerals around them. 
Below are some examples.



It is important for your child to understand that numerals can be combined to 
make lots of different numbers. You can show them a 1-100 Roman numeral 
square then explore various number combinations and explain how the 
numerals ‘work’. 

You can also cut up the square and get them to put back together,  like a jigsaw- 
you can make this as complicated or as simple as you want!

Using a Roman Numeral 

Square



Facts about Shakespeare: Answer sheet 

Translate the Roman Numerals into numerals we use today! If you need ot use the 
Roman numeral Square to help.  Write your answers in the frames. 

1.People who stand to watch the play at Shakespeare’s Globe 
sometimes faint, especially in warm weather. The play with the most 
fainting people so far is the violent and gory Titus Andronicus – there 
were XV at one performance. 

2. We celebrate Shakespeare’s birthday 

4. There are more than LXXX variations recorded for the 
spelling of Shakespeare’s name. Examples of how 
Shakespeare spelt his name, include: “Willm Shaksp,” “William 
Shakespe,” and “Wm Shakspe”. 

3. Shakespeare was baptised on XXVI April.

5. Shakespeare was LII years old 
when he died.

6. Shakespeare wrote approximately XXXIX plays



7. At the age of XVIII, Shakespeare married 26 year 
old Anne Hathaway.

8. VI months after the marriage Anne gave 
birth to a daughter

10. Hamnet, Shakespeare’s son died of unknown causes 
at the age of XI.

9. Shakespeare’s Father, John was a money 
lender! He was accused in the Exchequer Court 
of Usury for lending money at the inflated rate of 
XX% and XXV% Interest

11. The builders of The Globe had to measure more than M 
oak trees to build Shakespeare’s Globe

Challenges 
Can you write two of your own sentences including a Roman 
Numeral? (challenge: write them about The Tempest).


Practise your magic, like Prospero! Go on a magic hunt around your 
home. Any numerals you see change to Roman Numerals, for 
example the numerals on a clock face, or the numeral on your door!





