
LESSON 6 Letters from the Grave 
Drama 
 
Conscience 
Alley  

 
Warm up: Start by discussing the murders that 
Macbeth has committed in the play. Divide class into 
small groups/pairs and distribute to each a list of 
crimes committed by Macbeth: 
 

In defence of King Duncan, Macbeth unmercifully 
kills many enemy soldiers in battle. 

 

  
Macbeth plans the murder of Duncan with his wife.  

  
Macbeth murders Duncan.  

  
Macbeth frames Duncan’s servants for the murder of 

Duncan. 
 

  
Macbeth kills Duncan’s servants for their “role” in the 

killing of Duncan. 
 

  
Macbeth pays assassins to murder Banquo and 

Fleance (Fleance escapes). 
 

  
Macbeth orders the murder of Macduff’s wife and 

children. 
 

 
Challenge the children to sort and rank into an order of 
‘heinousness’: which is the most evil? Which is the 
‘least’ evil? Can they justify/explain their choices 
appropriately? 
 
 
Main lesson:  
Divide the class into three groups. Allocate to each 
group one of Macbeth’s victims e.g. Lady Macduff, 
Banquo, Duncan. Explain that, in role as their 
character, they must think what their ghost would say 
if it could come back and haunt Macbeth. The children 
have to think carefully about the wider effects 
Macbeth’s actions have had. Some will need support 
with this extension of their imagination/thinking.  
Children can record on paper, microphones or on iPads.  
They then select one phrase each. Then form a 
‘conscience alley’ i.e. two lines facing each other. In 
role as Macbeth, the teacher walks down the alley 



listening to the children repeat their different lines. 
Teacher to model speaking aloud the thoughts and 
feelings that Macbeth might have experienced in such a 
situation. Allow other children to walk down the alley in 
role as Macbeth. Encourage children to use a different 
phrase/line each time. Experiment with volume: 
children to whisper, then increase volume. Discuss the 
effect this has. In addition, you may want to add 
background sound effects e.g. rain, wind, storm etc., or 
even percussion instruments. 
 

Writing Letters from the Grave 
 
Staying in role as Banquo, Duncan or Lady Macduff, 
children compose a ‘letter from the grave’ to Macbeth. 
The letter should explore the strength of their 
emotions, and will challenge Macbeth to reconsider his 
callous acts. Discuss what the success criteria could 
look like for this type of letter. For example: 
 

x Use of powerful language to express emotions 
x Questions to provoke Macbeth 
x Paragraphs to separate and structure ideas 
x Factual information from the play 
x Imaginary details to enhance the tone of the 

letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A Letter from the Grave 


