St Michael’s School 
Julian Class Year 4 
Julian Class have produced a Hamlet Topic book. This book demonstrates how we have managed to link the play with many different curriculum areas. Through these links we were also able to meet many of the Year 4 curriculum objectives. For example; we designed and made a flag of Denmark using different materials. Our science objective was to be able to group and classify materials using our own sorting criteria in a Carroll diagram; the activity enabled us to meet this objective. In maths, we needed to learn about area and perimeter, so we drew Hamlet’s sword (the one he uses in the final fight scene!) and calculated these. Some of us produced a scale drawing of a Danish flag to help us practise our division skills. 
To meet our Computing objectives we visited the Camden Learning Centre and produced an animated script of a chosen scene. Boris Johnson was there and he asked us a lot of questions about our project. He even helped us to recognise the links between Disney’s The Lion King and Hamlet. The Mayor was very impressed that we were studying Hamlet. We have since contacted him to ask if he will come and listen to the letters that we have written from different character perspectives; we are very proud of these. One child has had his piece assessed at a level 5. 
In French, we put Hamlet (Madame Canno) in the hot seat and conducted an interview with him. This helped to improve our questioning skills in another language.
Three Topic books are enclosed; typically a more able child, a middle ability and a lower ability child. However, you will notice that there is little difference in the standard of work. It was overwhelming how accessible this topic was for children from all ability groups. It definitely helped to narrow the ability gaps. The lower ability children produced work that was the same standard as those in the higher groups. The expectations were there and the work no longer needed differentiating in the same way. All the children stepped up to meet the expectations with little scaffolding. The level of understanding, enthusiasm and engagement from ALL, regardless of their academic level was overwhelming throughout the topic; their work reflects this. In particular, the letters that have been written from a character’s perspective. These demonstrate how, at a very young age, the children can empathise and gain a true insight and an understanding of the plot and emotions.

The project helped to develop independent learning skills and habits that the class hadpreviously lacked.Some books had less work in than others because the children were not great at self-managing and mislaid pieces. Alternatively, some had more as they came up with their own links for some subjects that even I had not thought of! 
Julian Class put on a presentation for the parents to show off all their fantastic work and to teach them about what topic learning involves. The pictures included give an idea of how successful this was. The parents were astounded with the vocabulary that was being used, the standard of work and knowledge of the play. 

Members of the SLT frequently dropped in on our book making sessions and attended our final presentation. 
Feedback on impact of the Hamlet Primary Shakespeare project in St. Michael’s CE Primary School
‘This was the first experience of integrated holistic topic learning for the teacher and the class since they were in EYFS. The progress witnessed by the teacher and parents was excellent. All parents commented that they had never seen their child so engaged and involved. They were really impressed with the high standard of learning and the enriched oracy.

As leaders this showed evidence of a fine example of closing the gap between groups of children within the class. Children who some may have had perceptions of ‘low ability’ were producing in depth sustained learning both at home and at school. We are now implementing this approach across the school from September. As a result, we expect to use this to narrow the gaps in other classes and age related expectations to be achieved.’

 

Deputy Head teacher and Assistant Head teacher

We hope you enjoy our books! This has been a fantastic opportunity for Julian Class to mature as learners and develop a true love for Shakespeare. We are very grateful to have been able to be part of this experience. 
Miss Stewart and Julian Class 
