
His enemies were at his mercy, and the time for vengeance was at hand. Soon 
all would be over, and Ariel would have to be set free. “How fares the King and 
his followers?” He asked his impatient, yet ever obedient servant. Ariel told 
them they had been divided and held in separate enchantments; the King, his 
brother and Antonio in one place, and the lords elsewhere. “Him you termed, 
sir, ‘the good old lord Gonzalo’; his tears runs down his beard like winter’s 
drops” said the spirit gently. “If you now behold them, your affections would 
become tender.”

Dost thou think so, spirit?” Asked Prospero, looking strangely at the quick, 
unearthly creature at his side.

“Mine would sir, were I human” answered Ariel. 

The enchanter bowed his head. The spirit had taught him. Though he had 
acted like a god, had raised a tempest and brought men to darkest despair, he 
himself was still human; and vengeance was for the worst, not the best kind.

When his servant had gone, Prospero drew a circle on the ground with his 
staff. This was to be the last of his magic, his last enchantment. Though he 
had, in the past, performed huge wonders, had commanded the sun, the sea, 
and even the dead to obey him, though had made kings of spirits and ghosts 
of kings, he had now reached the furthest limits of his power.

He stood aside and concealed himself as Ariel returned, leading the King and 
all his lords. To the accompaniment of solemn music, the spirit led them into 
the circle, where at once they were held, like a wooden King and wooden 
lords, unable to move or to speak. One by one Prospero contemplated them 
and, as the calming music played, his enemies, fixed in look and attitude, 
some with arms raised, some with mouths open as if about to speak, seemed 
less real than dreams.

He sighed and shook his head, and sent Ariel to fetch the sword and hat and 
robes that the had worn when he was Duke of Milan, whom Alonso, Sebastian 
and Antonio had treacherously overthrown and believed long dead.
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Reading  

Comprehension1. “His enemies were at his mercy” 

What does this mean?


2. ‘The enchanter bowed his head. The spirit had taught him’.

By bowing his head what does this tell us about Prospero’s character? 

3. What does it mean to be ‘vengeful’? 

4. How had Prospero acted like a God? Give two examples from the text 

5. ‘Though he had, in the past, performed huge wonder, had commanded the sun, the sea and 
even the dead to obey him…’ 
How had Prospero ‘commanded’ the sea to obey him? 

6. Why do you think solemn music played when Ariel led  ‘the King and all his lords’ back 
to Prospero? 

7. Write down two things Ariel went to fetch for Prospero?  
A. 
B. 

Why do you think Prospero wanted these things? 

8. Do you think Alonso and Sebastian will feel the same when 
they see Prospero? Give reasons for your answer.  
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