
LESSON 5 Capture the Scene  
Drama 
 
Frozen 
Tableau 

 
Focus on how painters have captured the drama of 
Macbeth on canvas. Depending on what point of the 
play you want to explore, you could use one or all of 
the below: 
 

 
‘Act I Scene III- The Weird Sisters’, 1820 by Samuel John Egbert 
Jones 

 

 



‘Macbeth sees the ghost of Banquo’, 1854 by Theodore Chasseriau 

 

 
‘Macbeth instructing the murderers to kill Banquo’, 1850 by George 
Cattermole 

 
Rotate the images to children in groups. Allow children 
plenty of time to examine each image. Do they 
recognise which scene the painter has recreated? Can 
they identify particular characters? If they are not sure 
who a particular person in the background is they can 
imagine, using their knowledge of the play. Do they 
understand what is happening within the scene? Can 
they say what has justhappened, or will occur shortly 
afterwards? 
 
Then, in groups children work together to create a 
frozen tableau depicting the action in the painting. 
Before doing so, draw the children’s attention to all 
three artists’ use of triangles to create different 
heights.  Can they identify the separate pyramids 
within each image? Encourage the children to work on 
extending their formation throughout a series of 
heights. Explain that the purpose of these formations is 
to create strength of unity within each separate 
pyramid. 
 
For an excellent description of triangular composition 
visit this website: 
http://www.ehow.co.uk/info_12258400_definition-
triangular-composition-art.html 
 

http://www.ehow.co.uk/info_12258400_definition-triangular-composition-art.html
http://www.ehow.co.uk/info_12258400_definition-triangular-composition-art.html


 
Pyramidal composition: A popular device Renaissance artists 
used to draw the viewer's attention to a figure or to give an 
impression of stability. To construct a pyramidal composition, 
an artist places objects and figures within the outline of an 
imaginary triangle or pyramid on the picture plane  
 
 
Challenge the children to recreate these pyramids 
within their own frozen tableaux. Get them to think of 
each unit as comprising particular actions, yet linked as 
a whole. 
 
Then, invite each group to perform their tableau. Allow 
time for children to ‘act’ their scene out. Then, use 
‘thought tracking’ to bring the scene to life. Freeze-
frame the action at a particular moment, or at the 
moment depicted in the painting, and in turn tap one 
child at a time. The child speaks their character’s 
thoughts aloud, at that point in the scene. What is the 
ghost of Banquo saying to Macbeth? What are the 
guards whispering to each other? What is Lady 
Macbeth’s chambermaid wondering? 
 

Writing 
 
Grammar 
focus: 
phrases and 
clauses – 
complex 
sentence 
structure 

Pyramid Sentences 
 
Distribute images to children. Encourage children to 
‘zoom’ into their pictures and select one object or 
detail. This will be the starting point. 
 
Model to class how to compose a ‘pyramid sentence’ 
i.e. start with a simple (‘boring’) sentence, and 
transform into a complex (‘more interesting’) sentence 
comprising prepositional phrases and 
embedded/subordinating clauses. 

 
Glamis Castle, circa 18th century 

 
Imagine it is dawn, and a bird is flying over the castle 



of Glamis. Write on board ‘the bird flew’. Then step by 
step, add/change ONE part of the sentence e.g. 
 

 
1. Change NOUN 
2. Improve the VERB 
3. Add a prepositional phrase  
4. Add an ADJECTIVE 
5. Add a subordinating clause (at end, start or 

‘embedded’ in middle) 
 
Share sentences at end. Encourage children to ‘magpie’ 
their favourite sentences from their peers. Pupils can 
repeat this exercise using another detail from the same 
or a different painting. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 
‘Act I Scene III- The Weird Sisters’, 1820 by Samuel John Egbert Jones 

 
 
 



 
‘Macbeth sees the ghost of Banquo’, 1854 by Theodore Chasseriau 
 

 
‘Macbeth instructing the murderers to kill Banquo’, 1850 by George Cattermole 

 
 



 


