
Act 4: Weddings and Washing Lines

“I punished you greatly’ said Prospero to Ferdinand, who was bruised 
and aching from all his work. Miranda nodded. Then Prospero revealed 
that his harshness had been only to test their love and loyalty; upon 
which they smiled, like children who had done well at school. “Sit 
then” said Prospero, gesturing towards Ferdinand’s last log; and while 
they sat, side by side, with no eyes but for each other, he summoned 
Ariel. The great magician was not without vanity. Seeing the 
enchantment in which Miranda and Ferdinand looked at each other, he 
was stirred to show them that his own power was still greater. Quietly 
he instructed his servant, who bowed and sped away. Miranda and 
Ferdinand chatted on.

Suddenly there was music in the air, as soft and sweet as any the isle 
had known. But Miranda and Ferdinand chatted on. A strange golden 
light began to light up the grass before them but still Miranda and 
Ferdinand chatted on.

“No tongue” commanded Prospero, annoyed. “All eyes! Silent!”

Feeling guilty, Miranda and Ferdinand obeyed. Their eyes grew round 
in wonder. Three goddesses stood before them; Iris, the goddess of 
the rainbow, Ceres, the goddess of the harvest and Juno, goddess of 
them all. They bowed to Miranda and Ferdinand and blessed their 
coming marriage in song.

“What a beautiful vision” cried Ferdinand, amazed.  Prospero, so 
pleased with the respect and awe Ferdinand was showing, raised his 
magic staff again. At once, came a crowd of spirits swirling and 
dancing, celebrating Ferdinand’s and Miranda’s love. A vision of a 
celebratory wedding was before their eyes. 


Adapted from Shakespeare Stories by Leon Garfield and Michael 
Foreman
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Act 4: Weddings and Washing Lines

1. Why was Ferdinand bruised and aching?


2. “I punished you greatly” said Prospero to Ferdinand 
	 Write another phrase that Prospero could say to Ferdinand which 	 	
still means the same


3. What had Prospero been ‘testing‘ by making Ferdinand work so hard? Circle 
two words


	 strength	 	 love 	 	 brain-power	 loyalty


4. What did Prospero want to show Ferdinand and Miranda?


5. ‘Quietly he instructed his servant, who bowed and sped away’ 
a. Circle the adverb (the word that describes how Prospero instructed his 

servant).


b. Underline the word or phrase that shows Ariel is still ‘his servant’


6. “No tongue” commanded Prospero, annoyed. “All eyes! Silent!” 
a. What does Prospero mean by “No tongue”? 

b. Underline the word that means ‘demanded’


c. Why was Prospero ‘annoyed’?


7. How many goddesses appeared before Ferdinand and Miranda?


8. Who was the goddess of the rainbow?


9. What vision did Miranda and Ferdinand see before their eyes? 
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