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	Learning Objective:

Prospero sees all – Character study in Casting Note form
Years 3, 4 English NC

Reading: 

· discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

· identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning

Writing: 

· discussing writing similar to that which they are planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and grammar

· discussing and recording ideas


	Notes: Summary of play

Prospero’s slave monster Caliban meets up with comic duo Stephano, the butler, and Trinculo, the jester, who have come ashore on a barrelful of wine. It’s not long before the barrel is empty and the stupid trio are mooting plans to kill Prospero and take over the island. Prospero, being proud possessor of an invisibility cloak, sees it all!



	Success Criteria
I can consider both internal and external features of a character: Prospero.
    - I can describe the character’s personality and motives.

    - I can describe how the character should look.

I can use evidence from the text to support my point(s).

I can use a variety of short and multi-clause sentences to structure my information.


	Key Vocabulary: curse, adders, cloven, torment, scurvy
Resources:

Animated play:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-the-tempest-pt5/zmpywty
The Tempest Act 2, Scene 2. Selected lines 1-24



	Hook

This is a casting breakdown. It is a description of a character that a director needs an actor/actress for. Who is this Disney character?
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[image: image1.png]THE BEAST (Male, 30-40) a prince transformed into a terrifying beast for his lack of compassion. He is
hot-tempered and commanding, but has a warm, loving heart buried far beneath his gruff exterior. Must sing.




Answer: The Beast


	Main Teaching: 

Watch the animated play or read your class The Tempest in your chosen text form. Then answer the Key Questions to check for pupil understanding.

Key Questions:

Why does Gonzalo suddenly wake up?

How does Antonio explain his drawn dagger?
 Who have Stephano and Trinculo made friends with?
 What do the three friends plan to do with Prospero and Miranda?
 Why are their plans not likely to succeed?
 

Drama: Acting drunk is very difficult to do convincingly. Think about the way a person who is drunk moves, walks and talks. In pairs, practise acting as if you were drunk. Comment on each other’s performance to help improve it. Read through the scene in the playscript where Caliban meets up with Stephano and Trinculo using the skills you have practiced.
Writing: Prospero has a lot to answer for. His actions have affected most of the characters. Probe the pupils and record their answers: What do you think of Prospero and his treatment of the other characters so far? Do you think his behaviour is justified? What has Prospero seen? 

How would you describe this character?
Activity: Tell the children that as a director, after you’ve combed through each page of the script and listed out all the characters and extras you need to cast, it’s time to write a casting breakdown for Prospero. It will be different from the first one they saw (about the Beast) as it will feature more detail and will be lengthier.
Plenary:  What do you think is the strongest identifying feature of Prospero and why?
	Differentiation: 

Mixed pairs/groups for drama activity

LA/EAL: Templates as needed, vocabulary and guiding questions included within.
MA/Challenge: Add a commentary in the voice of Prospero reflecting on your assessment of his character. 

Edit, improve and publish in an additional session as needed.


The Tempest Act 2, Scene 2. Selected lines 1-24

Enter Caliban with a burden of wood.

A noise of thunder heard.

CALIBAN
All the infections that the sun sucks up

From bogs, fens, flats, on Prosper fall, and make him

By inch-meal a disease! His spirits hear me,

And yet I needs must curse…
For every trifle are they set upon me,

Sometime like apes that mow and chatter at me,

And after bite me; 
sometime am I

All wound with adders, who with cloven tongues

Do hiss me into madness.

Enter Trinculo.

Lo, now lo,

Here comes a spirit of his, and to torment me

For bringing wood in slowly. 
TRINCULO
Here’s neither bush nor shrub to bear off any weather at all. 
And another storm brewing, I hear it sing i’ th’ wind.
Yond same black cloud, yond huge one, 
If it should thunder as it did before, I know not where to hide my head.
What have we here? A man or a fish? Dead or alive?
 A fish, he smells like a fish; a very ancient and fish-like smell;
 a kind of, not-of-the-newest poor-John. 
A strange fish! 

Thunder.

Alas, the storm is come again! 

Enter Stephano, singing, a bottle in his hand.

STEPHANO
“I shall no more to sea, to sea,

Here shall I die ashore—”

This is a very scurvy tune to sing at a man’s funeral.

Well, here’s my comfort.

Drinks.

.
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Characters Name:

Character's Name What do they look lke?

Cirle thethres bt words o descibe the charactr’s prsonality

caim. aggressive daunting diotic
wicked polte snister irresponsivle
Friendty ambitious Fery cheery
sy deceptive ansious catamizous
grateul modest sef-assured [—
reckezs caious gentte ezt
thoughful vty azy despondent

Desrive how these personality trits afect thei acions:
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External Features Internal Features
What do you seeon the outide? What arsthie thoughes and felings?

List three synomyms for ‘said o show how the haracter talks:

List three ambitious adjectves to deseribe the characee:
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